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Dec. 4, 1991
UM CHOSEN FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PILOT STUDY
MISSOULA —
Civil war photos, political cartoons dating to 1770 and sound
recordings of America's early 20th century leaders are just a few of
the Library of Congress treasures now available to the public via
computer at The University of Montana.
UM and 36 other institutions were chosen from well over 300
applicants to test the American Memory program, says Instructional
Media Services Director Devon Chandler.

He expects the program to be

available at IMS at least through the end of June.
The program uses laser disc technology to disseminate
computerized versions of Library of Congress collections on American
history and culture.
"I think this type of thing —

the laser disc —

microfilm and microfiche," Chandler says.

will replace

"Interactive laser

technology is going to be the way of teaching in the future."
With the aid of a computer keyboard and "mouse"
used for choosing options on the computer screen —

—

a gadget

the program user

can easily view archival photographs, manuscripts, motion pictures
and books and listen to sound recordings.

A laser printer is

available for making high-quality copies of what's on the screen.
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The prototype to be evaluated will include over 200 documents of
the Continental Congress and Constitutional Convention; about 1,000
photographs of the Civil War by Mathew Brady and others; more than
500 political cartoons about Congress from 1770 to 1981; and about 60
sound recordings of America's leaders from the early 20th century.
A Library of Congress team will supervise the program
evaluation, gathering information from participating institutions by
telephone, questionnaire and site visits.

In addition, an electronic

"note pad" will let users record their comments about the program.
IMS hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
information, call 243-4070.
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